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W elcome to Issue 50 of Back 
To Prabhupada (BTP). 

Maybe due to some transcen- 
dental coincidence, the 50th issue 
of BTP has appeared at the same 
time as the 50th Anniversary of 
ISKCON! In light of this ISKCON 
anniversary, most of the articles in 
this issue are dedicated to review- 
ing 'ISKCON at 50'. In this Editori- 
al, we will briefly review the other 
anniversary, ' BTP at 50'. 

Each issue of BTP continues 
to document how ISKCON is devi- 
ating. Does this continued devia- 
tion by ISKCON mean that no one 
in ISKCON is listening to BTP , and 
therefore BTP has actually failed 
to achieve anything? Let us exam- 
ine the facts: 

1) ISKCON consists of devo- 
tees. Take them away and you 
have not ISKCON, but an empty 
shell. In terms of educating devo- 
tees — both inside and outside of 
the official ISKCON — to stop de- 
viating, BTP has been very suc- 
cessful. We have received thou- 
sands of testimonies from devo- 
tees attesting to this fact, many of 
which we have printed in our is- 
sues. And such testimonies con- 
tinue to come in daily. 

2) Even in terms of the devi- 
ation of ISKCON's leadership and 
their official policies, BTP has had 
a huge effect. We have continued 
to document how — in addition to 
deviating — ISKCON's leadership is 
also progressively agreeing with 
the IRM, at least philosophically, 
if not yet in practice. And this has 
culminated recently in their land- 


BTP at 50 

mark acceptance of SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's Founder -Acarya and diksa 
guru position, in their "founda- 
tional" Founder -Acarya book. In- 
deed, we have just published a 
BTP "Special ISKCON Leaders Is- 
sue" which shows that ISKCON's 
leaders have offered *16* differ- 
ent proofs that SrTla Prabhupada 
is the diksa guru of ISKCON! Free 
copies are available on request — 
write to: irm@iskconirm.com. 

Additionally, we know that 
BTP is "listened" to by noting the 
powerful effect it has to cause di- 
rect and immediate change. Just a 
few examples: 

a) We were the first ones to 
publicly broadcast the porno- 
graphic passages in a book by 
"guru" SatsvarGpa. Shortly thereaf- 
ter, the book was withdrawn. 

b) We had highlighted the 
plan of ISKCON San Diego to build 
demigod shrines in a new temple. 
Subsequently, this plan for demi- 
god worship was withdrawn. 

c) We raise an issue, and oth- 
ers follow our lead and also start 
raising the same issues. For exam- 
ple, we have highlighted ISKCON 
guru HH Bhakti Vikasa Swami do- 
ing this, and page 7 of this issue 
provides another instance of this. 

We have also documented 
BTP being featured in academ- 
ic publications, as well as its suc- 
cess being noted by ISKCON's 
leadership. In summary, we can 
note that BTP has now become a 
household name throughout the 
Vaisnava world. And its mission 
has also become well-known. An 


IRM Mission Statement 


ISKCON temple president paid us 
the greatest compliment by de- 
scribing our mission as follows: 

"ISKCON does not validate 
the publishers of the Back to 
Prabhupada (BTP) magazine 
and the contents therein. These 
publishers are part of the ritvik 
group. [...] The difference be- 
tween the ritviks and ISKCON 
is that the ritviks want Srlla 
Prabhupada alone in the centre, 
but ISKCON want Srlla Prabhu- 
pada with his followers in the 
centre ." 

(Svarupa Damodara Dasa, President, 
ISKCON Chatsworth, South Africa, 
Letter, 1 3/4/08, emphases added) 

Please note that though there 
is a lot of talk from ISKCON about 
putting "SrTla Prabhupada in the 
centre", it is admitted here that 
only BTP is doing this. Because if 
many others are in the centre with 
SrTla Prabhupada, then this "cen- 
tre" becomes so crowded as to be 
meaningless as a centre of dedi- 
cated focus for one person. 

We do not advertise, and yet 
the reputation of BTP is so strong 
that we continue to get new sub- 
scribers every day simply by word 
of mouth. Indeed, BTP is now dis- 
tributed in over 100 countries, 
with our special issues printed in 
over 1 0 languages. And this reach 
only continues to grow. There is 
still a lot more to be done, and a 
lot more will be done. 

Here's to another 50 issues! 

Thank you and Hare Krishna. 

In SrTla Prabhupada's service, 

Krishnakant 


50 Year Full Circle for ISKCON's 
Acarya 1 3 

Founder -Acarya Position Remains 
Undefeated 14 

ISKCON Guru Destroys ISKCON 
Guru System 15 

Joining the Gopis Fraud 
Continues 16 


S ince the physical departure of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami SrTla Prabhupada from our ma- 
terial vision on November 14, 1977, the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON), the 
great movement that he single-handedly founded in 1 966, and which is the only hope for humanity, has un- 
dergone a massive deterioration in its spiritual purity. This has been due to various deviations from the instruc- 
tions and standards given by SrTla Prabhupada, the chief of which being his displacement as the sole diksa 
guru for ISKCON. The ISKCON Revival Movement (IRM) seeks to restore ISKCON to its former glory, purity and 
philosophical chastity through the re-institution of all the instructions and standards that SrTla Prabhupada 
gave, beginning with his role as the sole authority and diksa guru for ISKCON. The IRM's position is set out in 
The Final Order— see back page to order your free copy. 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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I SKCON will organise a number 
of self-congratulatory events this 
year to celebrate it having come a 
long way in reaching its 50th Anni- 
versary. However, as this review of 
ISKCON's "accomplishments" after 
50 years shows, it has only come 
a long way away from the ISKCON 
that was established 50 years ago 
by SrTla Prabhupada. 

Key area comparison 

On the following 2 pages we 
have made a comparison in key 
areas between the ISKCON SrTla 
Prabhupada established and the 
ISKCON of today, 50 years on. 
Please examine it. These com- 
parisons demonstrate that to- 
day's ISKCON is a completely dif- 
ferent entity from the original 
ISKCON. Not only is it a different 
ISKCON, but none of the differenc- 
es have been authorised by SrTla 
Prabhupada, and therefore are 
just straightforward deviations. To 
make the comparison simple and 
easy to understand, it is largely re- 
stricted to titles and pictures. But 
it is self-explanatory. And we have 
given all the evidences for these 
differences and why they are de- 
viations in previous issues. For 
example, in regards to the intro- 
duction of demigod worship into 
ISKCON temples, we have noted 
SrTla Prabhupada stating: 

"[...] this Krsna conscious- 
ness movement simply advo- 
cates worship of Krsna to the ex- 
clusion of the demigods." 

(SB, 4.31.14) 

And SrTla Prabhupada never 
sanctioned the opening of schools 
that provide regular material edu- 
cation accredited by the govern- 
ment. Rather, he stated that: 

"Our school will not be gov- 
ernment recognized because 
we cannot follow the govern- 
ment syllabus. We want to teach 
only Krishna Consciousness." 
(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 12/4/72) 
And in regards to how ISKCON 
celebrates its festivals, we have 
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noted SrTla Prabhupada warning: 

"So far the Road Show and 
this Yoga Village are concerned, 
these things should be stopped. 
Simply perform our kirtana. If 
we divert our attention in this 
way, the whole thing will grad- 
ually deteriorate. [...] Such in- 
venting spirit will ruin our this 
movement. [...] Stop all this. 
Simply have kirtana, nothing 
else." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 5/11/72) 

And so on. We can note that 
SrTla Prabhupada's warning that 
the "inventing spirit will ruin our 
this movement" is actually appli- 
cable to all the deviations we have 
listed ISKCON engaging in. 

Two ISKCONS 

As the chart overleaf docu- 
ments, the differences between 
'ISKCON at 50'and the ISKCON SrTla 
Prabhupada established are not 
just restricted to the key issue 
of "who is the Guru", but in eve- 
ry key area. We are in effect talk- 
ing about two completely differ- 
ent "ISKCON"s. These differenc- 
es, such as going outside of SrTla 
Prabhupada's recorded teachings, 
are just as fundamental as whom 
one officially accepts as their diksa 
guru at an initiation ceremony. For 
it becomes irrelevant to claim that 
"only SrTla Prabhupada is the diksa 
guru" if one does not accept "only 
SrTla Prabhupada as one's author- 
ity"! Hence, we have seen that 
even those who pay lip-service 
to the position of SrTla Prabhu- 
pada being the only diksa guru 
in ISKCON, will also share some of 
the deviations in these other key 
areas which are listed in the chart 
overleaf. 

Due to space restrictions, we 
are limited to only offering dif- 
ferences in 12 areas. We could 
actually have listed many more. 
But what is given here is more 
than enough to document that 
'ISKCON at 50' is not the ISKCON 
SrTla Prabhupada established. 


ISKCON leaders agree 

Below, ISKCON leaders them- 
selves give their own "review" of 
today's ISKCON. And we will see 
that these leaders, who are them- 
selves actually responsible for the 
state of affairs in today's ISKCON, 
agree with our analysis of 'ISKCON 
at 50' offered in the chart overleaf. 

Firstly, there is general agree- 
ment about the fact that today's 
ISKCON is a different and deviant 
ISKCON to that established by SrTla 
Prabhupada: 

"There's even a whole book 
written about it called Hare 
Krishna Transformed, by E. Burke 
Rochford, Jr. about how the 
movement has deliberately 
changed from what Prabhupada 
instituted. [...] I see ISKCON as 
being increasingly off course." 
(Bhakti Vikasa Swami, Lecture 
24/8/1 1 ; Sannyasa Reports, 20 1 4) 

"[...] we have lost our way 
from Srila Prabhupada's mood, 
mission, and methods for how 
to progress and how to attract 
the conditioned souls." 

(HH Kesava Bharati Dasa Goswami, 
Sannyasa Reports, 2014) 

"[...] if current trends within 
ISKCON are not addressed, we 
are already on our way down 
the path to a slow death of as- 
similation and irrelevance." 
(Badrinarayana Swami, GBC, "Who 
Are We and Where Are We going? A 
Fight for the Soul of ISKCON", 201 5) 

In addition, there is also agree- 
ment in specific key areas of de- 
viation highlighted in the chart. 
For example, here are statements 
about the changes in ISKCON in 
regards to: focusing on Indian 
congregations, making money off 
of Vedic teachings, paying sala- 
ries, and establishing r\or\-guruku- 
la schools: 

"[...] appreciating his [Hrida- 
yananda Dasa Goswami's] genu- 
ine desire to reach significant- 
ly beyond the comfort-zone of 
Indian congregations and to re- 
cover the trajectory of signifi- 



Srila Prabhupada: Inventing 
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cant world-change envisioned 
by Srila Prabhupada." 

(HH Krishna Kshetra Swami, Sannya- 
sa Reports, 2014, emphasis added) 

"As far as income amidst for- 
mal preaching work; we have 
to be careful to not sell (make 
money off of) Vedic teachings." 
(HH Bhaktisiddhanta Swami, San- 
nyasa Reports, 2014) 

"I strongly disagree with the 
practice of the temple manage- 
ments' paying a salary to full- 
time grihasthas and pujaris in 
various temples wherever I vis- 
ited. The is not according to Srila 
Prabhupada's orders. They may 
be provided with living facilities 
but no salary." 

(HH Navayogendra Swami, Sannya- 
sa Reports, 2014) 

"So like this, schools and coll- 
eges, Srila Prabhupada was very 
clearly against mundane educa- 
tion which is why he set up gu- 
rukulas . Nowadays, schools in 
ISKCON, they proudly announce 
that 'Our school is affiliated with 
the Cambridge Board'". 

(HH Bhakti Vikasa Swami, Lecture, 
24/8/11) 

Conclusion 

Thus, our review of 'ISKCON at 
50' as being a different and devi- 
ant movement must be accurate 
if even ISKCON's leaders agree. Af- 
ter all, they should know — they 
caused it! Thus, 4 decades of devi- 
ation since SrTla Prabhupada phys- 
ically departed is hardly a cause 
for celebration. 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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¥ 

ISKCON at 50: 


ISKCON under Srlla Prabhupada 


ISKCON at 50 






Only €rila Prabhupada's Murti Established 



6. Movement Focus on Preaching to Everyone 

E.g. San Francisco Ratha-yatra, 1969 



Other Murtis Also Worshipped 




Movement Focus on Indian Congregation 

E.g. San Francisco Ratha-yatra today 


T 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Not Srlla Prabhupada’s ISKCON 


ISKCON under Srlla Prabhupada [ ISKCON at 50 


Only Bhakti Yoga Practised 



"You simply come here, sit down, and 
hear. This simple method. You don't 
require to practice the yogic gymnastics. 
That is not required. [...] submissively 
give aural reception to the words of 
Srimad-Bhagavatam. That's all. [...] This 
hearing process is purifying. Chanting 
Hare Krsna mantra is purifying." 

(Srila Prabhupada SB 1.1.16 Lecture, date unknown) 


Bodily Yoga Practised 



ISKCON OHO WP A TTY TEMPI F iwt. 

Regular Yoga Classes 




8. Non-Krishna Conscious Gurus Condemned 


Non-Krishna Conscious Gurus Glorified 



"So many gurus come from 
India [...] but they will 
not speak what Krsna has 
instructed. [...] all rascals, 
they instructed something 
else, some meditation, this, 
that, all cheating." 

(Srila Prabhupada, 21/5/76) 



""Anandamayi Ma, [...] Neem 
Keroli Baba [. . .] Swami Rama, 
Swami Muktananda, J. Krishna- 
murti, Satyanarayan Goenka-ji 
[. . .] Swami Satchidananda and 
BKS Iyengar [...] lam still trying 
to share the precious gifts that 
[...] these other great saints, 
what they have given me". 
(Radhanath Swami, 13/7/10) 


9. Festivals Celebrated Only with Vaisnava Activities 




Festivals Celebrated with Non-Vaisnava Activities 


10. All Spiritual Training Free 

"But in the Vedic society there is no 
question of money. Education free." 
(Srlla Prabhupada Morning Walk, 
16/10/75) 

"this mahamantra can save you, we 
are distributing publicly, no. Free, 
without any charge" 

(Srlla Prabhupada Lecture, 18/2/69) 


Plethora of Fee-Paying "Courses" 

Eg. 


Veda Course 

2016 Japa Retreatat ISKCON 


with 

Course Date: 25th May - 22nd Aug 2015 

g*. HH Romapada Swami 

Venue: Bhaktivedanta Manor 

Registration: 

Course Fee: £200 

$ 50.00 per person 


Age 5 and below are free 



11* No Salaries 

"So these things should be stopped, that they should 
live comfortably with husband and wife, children, and 
take salary [...] Those who can give voluntary service, 
"Welcome" Otherwise we don't require. At least they 
should not be given any salary. That is very bad. This is 
against principle." 

(£rlla Prabhupada Conversation, 28/4/77) 


Salaries 


Eg. 



International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness Ltd . (UK) 

Employment costs 2014: 

Wages and salaries: £1,585,887 
Social security costs: £73,932 


1 2. Spiritual Education in Gurukulas Emphasised Material Education Promoted 

"Gopal's Garden High School , 
guided by Radhanath Swami , 
[...] is affiliated with the Univer- 
sity of Cambridge" 

(www.radhanathswami.com/pro- 

jects/gopals-garden-school) 



please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare and be happy! 
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Organisational Size v. Success 


A t the beginning of the year, on 
January 3rd, ISKCON's Com- 
munications Ministry sent out a 
press release worldwide to offi- 
cially launch the "celebrations" for 
ISKCON's 50th Anniversary. The 
quotes in the shaded panels below 
are taken from this official press 
release. 

Organisational size 

"[ISKCON] is arguably the largest 
and most influential of global Ve- 
dic (Hindu) organizations [...] 600 
plus Hare Krishna temples around 
the world attract an estimated 
nine million worshippers per year 
[...] 65 eco-farms and 110 vege- 
tarian restaurants." 

The press release makes 
claims such as these to argue that 
ISKCON as an organisation today 
is large and growing. However, ac- 
cording to ISKCON's official "World 
Sahkirtana Newsletter", ISKCON 
today still distributes less books 
annually than it did in 1977. And 
its own leaders make statements 
that can be used to argue that 
even organisationally, ISKCON is 
making less progress than when 
SrTla Prabhupada was officially its 
diksa guru, almost 40 years ago: 
"In most temples the lead- 
ership seems to have given up 
on making and keeping full- 
time devotees, especially brah- 
macaris. The emphasis in our 
temples has transferred to de- 
veloping the congregation, es- 
pecially in maintaining the In- 
dian communities who provide 
most of our financial support." 
(HH Kesava Bharati Dasa Goswami, 
Sannyasa Reports, 2014) 

"Compared to during Srlla 
Prabhupada's time, ISKCON is 
stagnant. When you go to the 
West, you see Indians manning 
the temples. This means that 
Westerners are not joining". 
(Krishna Kripa Dasa, "Insights from 
Bhakti Charu Swami", 24/3/07) 
However, for the sake of argu- 


ment, let us cast aside these ob- 
jections, let us be generous, and 
assume that ISKCON today is in- 
deed organisationally successful, 
in the manner stated in the offi- 
cial press release. 


However, organisational pro- 
gress, such as the accumulation 
of properties as temples, is only 
the means to an end. That end be- 
ing to make people Krishna con- 
scious. Hence, Srlla Prabhupada 
states: 

"According to revealed scrip- 
tures, if a spiritual master can 
convert even one soul into a 
perfectly pure devotee, his mis- 
sion in life is fulfilled. Srlla Bhak- 
tisiddhanta Sarasvatl Thakura 
always used to say, "Even at the 
expense of all the properties, 
temples and mathas that I have, 
if I could convert even one per- 
son into a pure devotee, my mis- 
sion would be fulfilled." 

(Cc., Adi-lila, 7.91) 

Therefore, Srlla Prabhupada 
explains that actual success must 
be measured in spiritual rather 
than organisational terms: 

"I want to see that one disci- 
ple has understood Krsna's phi- 
losophy. That is success. That's 
all" 

(Room Conversation, 12/4/75) 

This spiritual measurement 
is based only on how much the 
philosophy is understood. Srlla 
Prabhupada states "That is suc- 
cess. That's all". 

No spiritual success 

The press release does not of- 
fer any evidence of such spiritual 
success. On the contrary, it does 
offer evidence that ISKCON is not 
spiritually successful. In its very 
opening statement, the release 
states: 

"1966 was a significant year. [...] 
The Soviet Union's Luna 9 made 
the first soft landing on the Moon". 

However, Srlla Prabhupada 


teaches that, according to our Ve- 
dic literatures, not only did such a 
"landing on the Moon" not hap- 
pen, but it is actually impossible: 
Reporter: "Do you feel that if 
the United States or the Soviet Un- 
ion were to attempt a landing and 
their spacecraft went down, what 
do you yourself expect. . ." 

Srlla Prabhupada: "No, so 
far our calculation goes, from the 
books, nobody can do so. That is 
impossible . [...]" 

Reporter: "But would the 
flight that was just completed, 
that doesn't contradict with any- 
thing in this book? [...]" 

Srlla Prabhupada: "But so far 
we have got information, no flight 
has been successful to land there 
till now . [...] this process will not 
help us to go to the moon planet." 
(Interview 26/12/68) 

This press release is ISKCON's 
official communication to the 
world. Thus, the very first message 
broadcast around the world about 
ISKCON's 50th Anniversary is that 
there is Krishna conscious philos- 
ophy that ISKCON does not un- 
derstand. Hence, there is no point 
advertising the "celebration" of 
ISKCON's 50th Anniversary, when 
at the same time ISKCON is also 
advertising that it has not under- 
stood the teachings given in the 
Vedic literatures. For ISKCON be- 
comes meaningless if it does not 
even accept the same teachings 
that it is supposed to represent. 

This lack of philosophical un- 
derstanding advertised globally, 
merely epitomises ISKCON's con- 
dition today. This condition, which 
was just documented in the pre- 
vious article, is that ISKCON to- 
day is engaging in large scale de- 
viation from the ISKCON that was 
given to us by Srlla Prabhupada. 
This deviation is further proof that 
ISKCON has not understood Srlla 
Prabhupada's teachings. There- 
fore, due to this huge lack of un- 
derstanding, ISKCON is not actual- 
ly successful at all. 



This basic difference between 
Srlla Prabhupada's definition of 
success and organisational devel- 
opment gives us the correct par- 
adigm with which to understand 
what is occurring in ISKCON. For 
example, please consider this 
challenge sent to us by Druva 
Dasa of the Kharkov Yatra in the 
Ukraine: 

" But my question is regarding 
the organization. [. . .] ISKCON in the 
CIS countries is developing actively? 
[. . .] but now, even if the present sys- 
tem is not correct, the society is any- 
way growing rapidly ." 

Shockingly, it is claimed that 
"even if the present system is not 
correct", it does not matter since 
the "society is anyway growing 
rapidly". Thus, it is claimed that or- 
ganisational size rather than ad- 
herence to understanding Srlla 
Prabhupada's correct system, is all 
that matters. But Srlla Prabhupada 
states that spiritual (philosoph- 
ical) success is the only success 
that matters. And, as ISKCON's 
press release and our previous ar- 
ticle demonstrate, no matter how 
"rapidly" ISKCON may or may not 
be "growing", this has not been ac- 
companied by success. 


BTP continues to document in 
every issue that, according to Srlla 
Prabhupada's definition of actual 
success — as measured by under- 
standing Krishna's philosophy — 
ISKCON is not successful. 


Actual success 


Correct paradigm 


Conclusion 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare and be happy! 
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GBC Debates the Saving of ISKCON’s Soul 


O n the eve of ISKCON's 50th 
Anniversary, a paper titled 
""Who are we and where are we 
going?": A Fight for the Soul of 
ISKCON", was published by GBC 
member Badrinarayan Dasa Go- 
swami ("BAD"). This paper, like 
the IRM's review of 'ISKCON at 
50' just presented, does not cel- 
ebrate ISKCON as standing on 
a firm foundation due to hav- 
ing reached its 50th Anniversa- 
ry. Rather, it argues that the very 
future of ISKCON is at stake. All 
quotes in the shaded panels be- 
low are from this paper. 

Following the IRM's lead 

"Is our goal to find a way to fit 
comfortably into the current flow 
of the modern world or are we 
meant to change the world's cul- 
tural, social, and economical struc- 
tures? Are we so eager to gain a 
seat at the table of established in- 
stitutions that we are no longer 
willing to rock the boat or take a 
challenging position?" 

BAD here echoes the exact 
same concerns of the IRM regard- 
ing ISKCON's trend towards secu- 
larisation and compromise. 

"Without answering the above 
questions we are groping forward 
in the dark with no compass or 
map. We are building a conflict- 
ed, ad hoc social structure and set 
of standards. We have no cohe- 
sive, unifying vision. The result is a 
patch-work social framework that 
at times is at war with itself." 

Again agreeing with the IRM, 
we have a GBC member admitting 
that ISKCON is essentially blind, 
without a vision or sense of direc- 
tion, and further that it is at times 
at war with itself. 

"How we answer the questions 
above will define whether ISKCON 
succeeds or fails to fulfil the vision 
of SrTla Prabhupada". 

Having identified that ISKCON 


is in serious trouble, BAD agrees 
with the IRM that these issues 
need to be tackled in order to en- 
sure that ISKCON is actually adher- 
ing to SrTla Prabhupada's vision. 

"if current trends within ISKCON 
are not addressed, we are already 
on our way down the path to a 
slow death of assimilation and ir- 
relevance. The simple truth is that 
in debating and answering the 
questions above, we are talking 
about nothing less than defining 
the soul of ISKCON and its future." 

Indeed, BAD goes even fur- 
ther and states that unless the cur- 
rent trends prevalent in ISKCON 
are dealt with, ISKCON will actual- 
ly be finished! 

Therefore, this paper by a GBC 
member provides further evi- 
dence that the IRM's verdict about 
'ISKCON at 50' is neither alarmist 
nor biased. 

Missing the cause 

BAD writes that his paper: 
"was born out of the debates 
over female diksho gurus, wom- 
en's roles in ISKCON, and "Krishna 
West"". 

The fact that such debates are 
even taking place over very basic 
issues demonstrates how ISKCON 
is ignorant of even the fundamen- 
tals. And BAD has therefore cor- 
rectly identified the symptoms of 
confusion, lack of vision, disuni- 
ty, compromise and assimilation 
afflicting ISKCON. But BAD is un- 
able to identify what is the under- 
lying cause or disease that gives 
rise to these symptoms, or offer a 
solution. Rather, at the end of the 
paper, he can only meekly sug- 
gest that: 

"The GBC needs to sit together, 
discuss these issues, and answer 
these questions." 

But the cause and solution to 
the problems afflicting ISKCON 
are simple. For example, if we sim- 
ply adhere to the fact that SrTla 
Prabhupada never ordered any 


successor diksa gurus, then the is- 
sue of "female diksha gurus" dis- 
appears. Because neither female 
nor male unauthorised, disobedi- 
ent successor diksa gurus are nec- 
essary. Another example is the is- 
sue of assimilation. BAD explains 
that accommodating the public 
can cause such assimilation: 

"do we go down the path towards 
accommodation (with its hope of 
greater acceptance and its risk of 
assimilation)." 

One such example of accom- 
modation in ISKCON has been to 
introduce the worship of demi- 
gods, in order to gain acceptance 
amongst the Hindu community. 
But SrTla Prabhupada did not sanc- 
tion the worship of demigods, 
much less call for them to be in- 
stalled in ISKCON temples (please 
see article on page 3). Thus, if we 
again adhere to SrTla Prabhupada's 
orders, this issue also disappears. 

Can't give solution 

Thus, the cause of all the prob- 
lems BAD has identified is disobe- 
dience to SrTla Prabhupada's or- 
ders, and the solution is simply to 
obey SrTla Prabhupada. Howev- 
er, neither BAD nor other ISKCON 
leaders are able to see this be- 
cause they are the ones who are 
causing all these problems in the 
first place! For example, a chief 
promoter of demigod worship 
"accommodation", with a view to 
"acceptance" and risk of "assimi- 
lation", has been BAD himself! In 
BTPs 10 and 11 we featured his 
plans in San Diego to construct 
a new temple to include: "Shrine 
for Ganesh; Shrine for Shiva, 
Murties of Shri Parvati (Amba), 
Linga, Nandi MOrti", at a cost of 
nearly half-a-million dollars. 

Another example is BAD ped- 
dling the lie that SrTla Prabhupada 
authorised male successor diksa 
gurus: 

"If Srfla Prabhupada had 
wanted Vaisnavl diksa gurus as 
part of ISKCON's culture, why 



l 


All problems caused by 
disobeying Srlla Prabhupada 


did he not put even one Vaisnavl 
on the list of gurus he named?" 
(BAD, Text PAMHO:24768239) 

But SrTla Prabhupada did not 
give a "list of gurus he named". 
He did give a list of *rtviks* he 
named, but that is an entirely dif- 
ferent matter altogether. 

Conclusion 

BAD states that GBCs like him 
need to be "deep philosophers": 

"The GBC [...] Prabhupada 
says they have to be acarya- 
like, they have to be deep phi- 
losophers". 

(BAD Lecture, 9/2/14) 

However, as seen above, BAD 
and all other ISKCON leaders have 
been unable to become "deep phi- 
losophers"and grasp SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's philosophy. Rather, they 
have only grasped the path of dis- 
obedience. This is because they 
are motivated by PAD (Profit, Ado- 
ration and Distinction) desires for 
positions in ISKCON (whether as 
guru, GBC, sannyasi, temple presi- 
dent or whatever). And as long as 
such motivations and PAD desires 
remain, the lack of understanding 
and disobedience will continue: 

"As soon as personal moti- 
vation comes in it is not possi- 
ble for one to understand our 
Krishna Consciousness philos- 
ophy." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 21/9/1970) 

— regardless of how many 
times the GBC may "sit together" 
and "discuss these issues". 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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The Book Changer 
reaction 

ii A II glories to SrTla Prabhupada! 
i*AII glories to the assembled 
devotees! Please accept my hum- 
ble obeisances. Your service is the 
mace of SrT Narayana. If you could 
please send me several copies of 
The Book Changer , I will be so hap- 
py to distribute them to the com- 
munity. Our community (as eve- 
ry other Vaishnava community) is 
under threat of even more demo- 
niac pollution. If you could send 
me at least ten of those, please, 
(but the more the merrier). I don't 
want to see any more of those bo- 
gus books, and I don't want it to 
get worse. Strangely, most devo- 
tees don't even really know what's 
going on. Basically, SrT RadharanT 
is raining her unfathomable mercy 
on this decrepit world and some 
of the decrepit denizens of it are 
behaving decrepitly by trying to 
edit SrT RadharanT's mercy. So if 
you can please without further 
ado send me some of those cop- 
ies. If there is a fee, let me know. 
Hare Krishna." 

- Yajna-purusha Dasa, California, USA 

Editor replies: 

Bulk copies of The Book Chan- 
ger are available for bulk distribu- 
tion. There are no fees other than 
shipping. Please write to us at: 

irm^iskconirm.com 


"Hare Krishna, Krishnakant 
Prabhu. 

Thanks for the book The Book 
Changer. Just finished reading it. 
How can Jayadvaita Swami [ M JAS*] 
claim to be a guru and holy, and 
then say what he did about Anan- 
ta RGpa Dasa and the child abuse; 
he might as well have said car- 
ry on. Is this really how a guru 
would act? Prabhupada said the 
children born into ISKCON were 
not ordinary and we must protect 
them. And as for all the changes 
to the books, they are not Prabhu- 
pada's books anymore so they 
have no value. It's tragic all the 



The Book Changer 


truth and nectar that Prabhupada 
poured into his books should be 
swept away like this and no one in 
ISKCON could stop it. I think that 
Jayadvaita Swami is a very dan- 
gerous person. If someone stands 
up to him within ISKCON then 
something tragic could well hap- 
pen. The real giveaway is the tape 
where he talks about mahgala- 
arati and says you don't need to 
chant "Taya Prabhupada". It's the 
look he gives at the end of this 
statement, the intent in his eyes 
and body posture. 

I was a devotee in the 70's but 
left. I was given my spiritual name 
by SrTla Prabhupada, Maha Santa. I 
now have a real desire to return to 
practise. I do not want anything to 
do with ISKCON. Your website has 
been a great help to me. I thank 
you for that. It awakened my de- 
sire to return. 

Your servant," 

- Mike Sutton, Almeria, Spain 

"Dear Krishnakant, 

On page 69 of the JAS book, 
you state that SrTla Prabhupada 
was "lonely". Since a pure devotee 
is always associating with Krishna, 
that may be an incorrect state- 
ment. 

Thank you for your good work. 

Your well wisher," 

- Patrick Meagher, San Francisco, USA 

Editor replies: 

Thank you for your letter. That 
lonely” statement is not from us 
—we are quoting Jayadvaita Swa- 
mi stating this, as part of his attack 


against ISKCON's leadership ("Sev- 
eral Grievances Against the Mem- 
bers of the GBC"). And we only 
quote this statement to show that 
JAS himself attacks ISKCON's lead- 
ership. 


"Received today with thanks, 
The Book Changer. Can't anybody 
tell that Jisrael {"Jay Israel" is the 
birth name of Jayadvaita Swami 
according to his Wikipedia profile) 
is an out and out demon. Great ex- 
pose. He hates SrTla Prabhupada. 

HaribolT 

- Brian Woolley, Coventry, UK 

"As regards The Book Changer 
— Jayadvaita Swami, after reading 
all the disobedience, contradic- 
tions and gibberish stuff that you 
have spotted and eloquently put 
together in the book, I would call 
the book"Jokes about Swami"and 
not "Jayadvaita Swami" 

A small question: In the fol- 
lowing lecture it seems that SrTla 
Prabhupada has encouraged all 
his disciples to write books. Does 
this contradict the article in BTP 
47, "SrTla Prabhupada's Transcen- 
dental Books - 1", which critiqued 
HH Bhakti Vikash's book writing 
program?: 

"Yes. And our men, all our 
men should write. Otherwise 
how we shall know that he has 
understood the philosophy?" 
(Srila Prabhupada Conversation, 
20/6/75) 

Please keep up the excellent 
work." 

- Piyush Ahuja, New Delhi, India 

Editor replies: 

This statement refers specifi- 
cally to devotees writing articles 
for Back To Godhead magazine: 

Srila Prabhupada: "That was 
the starting of our Back to God- 
head. [...] So why you have not 
published Bali-mardana's article?" 

Jayadvaita: "Bali-mardana's 
article." 

Srila Prabhupada: "Yes." 

Jayadvaita: "We were wait- 
ing. We weren't sure if it was ap- 


propriate to publish it." 

Srila Prabhupada: "He thought 
disappointed. He has published. 
He has written very nicely." 

Jayadvaita: "He has written 
nicely?" 

Srila Prabhupada: "Yes." 

Jayadvaita: "We can publish 
it?" 

Srila Prabhupada: "So we 

should . . . Yes, here is the . . . What 
is that?" 

Brahmananda: ""Illusion and 
Reality," two essays. . ." 

Srila Prabhupada: "He has 
presented very nicely. So we 
should encourage our men." 

Jayadvaita: "Publish it." 

Srila Prabhupada: "Yes. And 
our men, all our men should write. 
Otherwise how we shall know that 
he has understood the philoso- 
phy?" 

SrTla Prabhupada further ex- 
plains that writing such articles 
gives one a chance to "repeat" and 
"reproduce" what SrTla Prabhu- 
pada has taught, and in this way 
show he has understood the phi- 
losophy: 

"Yes. And our men, all our 
men should write. Otherwise 
how we shall know that he has 
understood the philosophy. 
Writing means sravanam kirtan- 
am. Sravanam means hearing 
from the authority and again 
repeat it . [...] Hear and repeat, 
hear and repeat . You haven't got 
to manufacture. Any one of us, 
simply if you reproduce the pur- 
port which I have given in the 
Bhagavata, you become a good 
speaker." 

SrTla Prabhupada then finish- 
es this conversation by asking why 
his books are not being printed: 

"So why you are behind 
publication? Now all the big 
men are here. Why our books 
are behind? Why? Here the edi- 
tors are there. I don't think there 
is any scarcity." 

1) SrTla Prabhupada Is not, 
therefore, calling for devotees to 
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write books which are claimed to 
be on a par, and competing, with 
SrTla Prabhupada's books, suppos- 
edly fulfilling the same function 
as them — as Bhakti Vikasa Swami 
("BVKS") has done. 

2) The proof that SrTla Prabhu- 
pada has not called for BVKS's 
competing book program is 
that BVKS is forced to claim jus- 
tification for it via manufactured 
“quotes" (as exposed in the article 
in BTP 47 you mentioned), rather 
than a real order for it from SrTla 
Prabhupada. 

3) Imagine if every one of SrTla 
Prabhupada's disciples, or even 
just all the sonnydsis, gurus and 
other leaders, published a whole 
raft of books on the same sub- 
ject matter as SrTla Prabhupada's 
books, as BVKS has done and is 
planning to continue doing. You 
would then have the books left 
to us by SrTla Prabhupada hav- 
ing to compete with potentially 
thousands of others' books vying 
to supposedly give the same mes- 
sage to the same readership. SrT- 
la Prabhupada did not authorise 
such a program. 


"I think the fact that Jayadvaita 
Swami did not even know that a 
recording existed of SrTla Prabhu- 
pada chanting the mahamantra 
in the two ways that he deemed 
wrong ["Book Changer Makes Fur- 
ther Blunders" BTP 48], is in itself 
evidence that he is not even 'qual- 
ified' to edit SrTla Prabhupada's 
books, never mind being author- 
ized. Those recordings are read- 
ily available. This suggests that 
JAS has never actually listened to 
these recordings. So how is some- 
one who can't even be bothered 
to listen to the few recordings we 
have of SrTla Prabhupada chanting 
qualified to edit his books? This is 
ludicrous. ISKCON is just making a 
laughing stock of themselves with 
every move." 

- Sean Redpath, Johannesburg, South 
Africa 
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The following letter was sent 
to us by Mukta Purusa Dasa of 
Port Louis, Mauritius, and our re- 
sponse in brown is interspersed 
between his statements below: 

"Hare Krishna. 

Prabhu Krishnakant. If you 
say that ISKCON has changed 
the books of SrTla Prabhupada, 
we want to remind you that the 
books' meaning is not changed if 
there has been correction." 

We are not saying anything 
other than simply and humbly 
requesting that this list of ^eve- 
ry* "correction" made, along with 
the evidence for the same, is pro- 
duced. If, as you say, they are *all* 
corrections, then they have noth- 
ing to fear by the production of 
such a list along with the justi- 
fying evidence for each change. 
And yet, the "editors" refuse to 
provide this complete list of 
changes/"corrections", along with 
the evidence for them. 

"Get out of the maya and be 
a humble devotee. I think you are 
an aparadhi to criticize ISKCON 
devotees." 

By saying that I an "aparadhi", 
in "maya" and not "humble", *you* 
are criticising me. 

"Even on technical side, it's 
true some of them are crazy, but 
they are devotees." 

So you are saying that tech- 
nically some of the devotees are 
"crazy". That is also a criticism of 
them. 

"Remember, based on sastra 
even a neophyte devotee is a dev- 
otee. If you criticize anyone, you 
will commit aparadha" 

Then, according to your own 
statement ("if you criticize *an- 
yone*"), you are committing 
aparddha by criticising me. 

"Lord Caitanya asked Rama- 
nanda Ray, who is a devotee. 
Ramananda Prabhu replied, an- 
ybody who chants Hare Krishna 
once, he is a devotee." 

1 have chanted Hare Krishna 


more than once, so this means 
that you are saying 1 am a devo- 
tee, and yet you are criticising me. 

"Go criticize the karmis" 

Yes, you go and criticise the 
karmJs, instead of criticising peo- 
ple that you say are devotees. 

"Why don't you go and preach 
and make devotees? What is your 
business in doing such propaga- 
tion anyway?" 

Why don't you go and preach 
and make devotees? What is your 
business in doing such propaga- 
tion anyway, where you are crit- 
icising those whom you say are 
devotees? 

"SRlLA PRABHUPAD NEVER 
PROPAGATED RITVIK. CHANGE 
YOUR WAYS BETTER. BE A GOOD 
DEVOTEE." 

It is a fact that SrTla Prabhu- 
pada appointed f tvik represent- 
atives on July 9th, 1977. It is also 
a fact that he never appointed 
successor dik$a gurus. So if we 
"change" what SrTla Prabhupada 
set up, by replacing it with some- 
thing he did not set up, we are dis- 
obeying him. 

"Stop your nonsense in Kartik* 
and chant some more rounds. Try 
not to pose you know better than 
others." 

* Sacred month in the Vai$nava cal- 
endar. 

By criticising me, telling me 
to change my ways and stop my 
"nonsense", you are posing that 
you know better than me. 

Therefore, you have preached 
very strongly to us that certain ac- 
tivities should not be engaged in. 
And you have done this while en- 
gaging in these very same activi- 
ties! Such hypocrisy is only to be 
expected since that Is the char- 
acteristic of Kall-yuga, the age in 
which we live: 

"This is the age. Kali. It is 
called Kali. Hypocrisy, simply 
hypocrisy. Kali means full of hy- 
pocrisy." 

(Srlla Prabhupada Lecture, 26/11/66) 



Srila Prabhupada: 

We only need to read his books 


No argument 

"The Bhagavad-gita is an es- 
tablished authority, non-argua- 
ble in every respect. Any such ar- 
gument is without merit. There- 
fore, in my opinion, BTP would be 
productive to be devoid of argu- 
ment. Given the authority of SrTla 
Prabhupada, BTP can best focus 
on the specific teachings of SrTla 
Prabhupada. 

Thank you very much. 

Your servant," 

- Gerald Niles, Florida, USA 

Editor replies: 

BTP does present "specific" 
teachings of SrTla Prabhupada, 
specifically in regards to how 
ISKCON should continue to oper- 
ate. The "argument" comes from 
those within ISKCON's leadership 
who refuse to accept these teach- 
ings, not from us! 

Orders v. dreams 

"My name is Laksman das. 

I was born within the ISKCON 
Movement; my father gave me 
this name and assures me that as 
long as I follow SrTla Prabhupada's 
teachings, that SrTla Prabhupada 
is actually my initiating guru. And 
that my father is the Ritvik priest. 

Recently, after distributing 
SrTla Prabhupada's books for a few 
years, I have been dreaming of SrTla 
Prabhupada who is telling me to 
initiate on his behalf. After tell- 
ing this rather disturbing revela- 
tion to my gurukula friends — who 
told me I was crazy — I don't dare 
to speak to my father about it. 




please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare and be happy! 




Page 1 0 • Issue 50 • Winter 201 5/1 6 • Back To Prabhupada 


BTP Interactive (continued) 



Srlla Prabhupada: The only 
diksa guru one needs 


Should I stop talking about it and 
forget all about it? Should I take 
my dream more seriously? 

Could you advise me as I can't 
think of anyone else who is more 
knowledgeable about the Ritvik 
issue? 

Your servant/' 

- Laksman Dasa, New South Wales, 
Australia 

Editor replies: 

Please see BTP 39, "SrTla 
Prabhupada's Orders v. Dreams", 
which can also be read online 
here: www.iskconirm.com/dreams 

A question of karma 

"Dear Krishnakant Probhu! 

Please accept my humble 
obeisances. All glories to Srlla 
Prabhupada! 

Not so long ago, you saved 
my spiritual life and now my little 
daughter (Krishna Priya DevT DasT) 
is saved too! Thank you Prabhuji, 
so much! I have a question: 

Do devotees have karma or 
don't they? In most cases, Srlla 
Prabhupada says that engage- 
ment in Krishna Consciousness 
liberates one from karma, but 
there are other remarks also. 
Therefore, this question arises." 

- Vladimir Gimburg, Jelgava, Latvia 
(translated from Russian) 

Editor replies: 

Here is what Srlla Prabhupada 
states (all emphases added): 

"Those who have taken, ful- 
ly surrendered to Krsna. bhak- 
ti-bhajam, karmani nirdaha- 
ti, their karma, nirdahati, means 
as far as possible the result is 
diminished or practically made 


nil. Even it is there, karma-pha- 
la, very slight. [...] So this is 
our duty, to surrender fully to 
Krsna and be saved from the re- 
action of so many sinful activi- 
ties in our past life." 

(Srlla Prabhupada Lecture, 29/10/74) 

"Generally the law of kar- 
ma is that one is awarded the 
result of one's own actions, 
but in special cases, by the will 
of the Lord, such resultant ac- 
tions are changed also. [...] 
These changes of resultant ac- 
tions are especially rendered 
by the Lord when a pure dev- 
otee is involved . It is assured 
in the Bhagavad-gita (9.30-31) 
that the Lord saves a pure dev- 
otee who has surrendered unto 
Him without reservation from 
all sorts of reactions of sins, and 
there is no doubt about this." 
(SB, 1.13.43) 

"But so long one is not a 
devotee, one who is not fully 
surrendered to the lotus feet of 
Mukunda. he must have to fol- 
low all these regulative princi- 
ples and duties. He cannot be 
released. Everything, account 
is kept. Prakrteh kriyamana- 
ni gunaih karmani sarvasah 
[Bg. 3.27]. Everything is noted 
down." 

(Srlla Prabhupada Lecture, 27/7/73) 

So the conclusion is: 

If one is a pure, f u lly sur r e n- 
dered devotee, then one's karmic 
reaction will be minimised. 

Initiation and right action 

"Please note that I have now 
received my first copy of the mag- 
azine Back To Prabhupada. I have 
only begun reading the maga- 
zines and I find they make for very 
interesting, informative and re- 
vealing reading. I appreciate very 
much your forwarding me this 
magazine and hope that I am now 
in your mailing list. 

Please note that I have a copy 
of WO Contradictions — current- 
ly going through it. Please advise 


how I could get in contact with 
another book called "an expose 

— 1 00 Deviations ". Prabhu, I am to- 
tally in the dark regarding these 2 
books (some devotees at the 201 5 
Ratha Yatra Festival at the Durban 
Beachfront in South Africa men- 
tioned these books). I am current- 
ly experiencing mixed feelings re- 
garding "initiations", especially af- 
ter attending services for the past 
20+ years. I do not have any affil- 
iation or attachment to the cur- 
rent set of Swamis visiting South 
Africa. I believe that since I have 
surrendered to Prabhupada af- 
ter reading his works over many 
years, I cannot reconcile neither 
can I find it within myself to be at- 
tached to another Guru because 
of obvious reasons — especially 
after attaching myself to a walk- 
ing encyclopedia on spirituality 
that I have been striving for since 
a teenager. 

It does not seem the same to 
love and respect another Guru 
since giving my heart to Srlla 
Prabhupada. 

Apologies for not being physi- 
cally initiated as yet after so many 
years after giving my heart to 
Krsna and Prabhupada." 

- George Coopasamy, Tongaat, South 
Africa 

Editor replies: 

We are sending you the WO 
Deviations book. 

If you read these two books, 
WO Contradictions and WO Devia- 
tions, you will no longer need to 
be in the dark, since you will see 
that Srlla Prabhupada alone re- 
mains ISKCON's dik$a guru, and 
that the so-called guru "succes- 
sors" are unauthorised. 

You are therefore correct to 
only accept Srlla Prabhupada as 
your guru and not anyone else. 
Hence, you do not require to be 
initiated by any of these unau- 
thorised gurus in ISKCON, and 
you have acted correctly in avoid- 
ing doing so. Stay at Srlla Prabhu- 
pada's lotus feet and you will al- 


ways be correctly situated. 


"Thank you very much for 
your kind and prompt reply. 

I have read the book WO Con- 
tradictions. It makes good read- 
ing. Most of the statements made 
by Bhakti Charu Maharaja in the 
booklet have been made by him 
in South Africa as well. 

The revelations by yourself 
clearly show that the so-called 
"gurus" have something to hide 
because of their insincerity by 
disobeying and flouting scrip- 
ture and Prabhupada in particu- 
lar at times. It has made me think 
— maybe there was something 
in my soul that had deterred me 
from taking physical initiation the 
past 30+ years, as I had indicated 
in a previous correspondence that 
I had surrendered to Srlla Prabhu- 
pada as my Diksa Guru and I could 
not bear the thought or idea of 
having someone else replacing or 
usurping his place in my heart. 

I feel very sheltered under the 
lotus feet of Srlla Prabhupada. I 
find within myself a sense of val- 
ue, peace, joy and tranquillity and 
nectarian bliss that is indescriba- 
ble and when I read Prabhupada's 
books, I have tears of joy that 
stream from my eye; also the men- 
tion of the names of Lord Krishna 
and Srlla Prabhupada — I do not 
experience the same for the cur- 
rent Gurus." 

- George Coopasamy 

Seeking the truth 

"Would appreciate to know 
about the Founder Acharya from 
another perspective — possibly we 
are not being told the truth. When 
we question management, we are 
being stilled and told to shut our- 
selves, we must do as we are told 
or remain a Hindu without Vaish- 
nava association." 

- B. Narayan, Kwazulu-Natal, South 
Africa 

Editor replies: 

Yes, you are not being told 


4 
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the truth by ISKCON's manage- 
ment. If they were actually telling 
the truth, then they would not be 
so fearful to tell you more of this 
truth, and instead try and silence 
you when you inquire further 
about it. But we are more than 
happy to tell you the truth! 


"I really want to know what 
was SrTla Prabhupada's last order 
for us..." 

- Manu Sharma, Punjab, India 

Editor replies: 

And so do many devotees! 
Hence, we are letting everyone 
know about not only SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's final order for initiation in 
ISKCON, but also about all his oth- 
er orders as well. We can com- 
pare these orders to what ISKCON 
is currently doing and see if they 
are obeying SrTla Prabhupada. 
And, regardless of what ISKCON 
may or may not be doing, the 
most important thing is to ensure 
that at least we are following SrTla 
Prabhupada's orders in our per- 
sonal lives. 

Srila Prabhupada 
appreciation 

"The more I read SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's books I cannot imagine 
how he accomplished so much in 
just 10 short years. He could not 
have achieved what he did with- 
out Lord SrT Krishna's assistance. 
Also, I vividly recall seeing a vid- 
eo of HH Jayapataka Swami say- 
ing clearly that not even 1000 of 
them can equal ONE Prabhupada. 
How in their wildest dreams can 
they think of being Diksa gurus? I 
gaze in amusement as the various 
gurus'disciples do their respective 
Guru's Vyasa-pGjas on Ekadashi 
days! How magnificent it would 
be to just worship SrTla Prabhu- 
pada 24/7, who single-handed- 
ly has done more than any other 
guru that I can think of inside or 
outside ISKCON. 

Hare Krsna." 

- Mike Inamdar, Ontario, Canada 


IRM /BTP appreciation 

"I'm writing to thank you for 
your ministry and publication and 
to recommend that you add this 
warrior brother to the ranks of ad- 
mirable comrades who receive 
your publication. As I have already 
made clear, I believe SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's way is the best and actually 
only way that ISKCON can be run." 

- Bhakta Jerry Moffitt, Texas, USA 

"All glories to SrTla Prabhu- 
pada! I am a devout Hare Krishna 
from a town called Campos, which 
is in Brazil, and I serve the Hare 
Krishna Movement in Brazil. I saw 
the Back To Prabhupada magazine. 
Very beautiful! Congratulations for 
the beautiful service. I greatly ap- 
preciate! It's because I'm a report- 
er, I like publications and commu- 
nication. Hare Krishna! 

Thanks very much! I am very 
happy!" 

- Thais Tostes, Campos, Brazil 

"Received all your previous is- 
sues, and WO Contradictions book 
of Sivarama Swami and Bhak- 
ti Charu Swami. Thank you very 
much. I will be glad to join you in 
India if you provide an opportuni- 
ty to work along with you. 

Your servant, 

Hare Krishna," 

-V. Ramaraj, Bangalore, India 

"Superb. Carry on. Very inter- 
esting book. Thanks a lot." 

- Trishma Sangam, Saint Julien Vil- 
lage, Mauritius 

"Thanks for trying save SrTla 
Prabhupada's Movement." 

- Bianca Steckert Andrade Bandeira, 
Caxias do Sul, Brazil 

"Nice points to note. BTP Inter- 
active is good. Krishnakant Prab- 
hu's answers are good, as an ed- 
itor. All glories to SrTla Prabhu- 
pada." 

- Vijayalaksmi L., Mysore, India 

"Look forward to BTP maga- 
zine which is very informative." 

- Meena T. Roopnand, Verulam, 
South Africa 

"In 1973, I joined the temple 
in Adelaide, South Australia. I was 


to be initiated in 1976 but due to 
family problems, I decided not to 
go ahead with my formal initia- 
tion. Consequently, when family 
problems subsided, I accepted for- 
mal initiation from Bhavananda*. 

I always felt connected to SrTla 
Prabhupada from my early days 
and am supportive of IRM. My son 
has been passing on the Back To 
Prabhupada magazines. 

My connection with New Go- 
vardhana, Australia, is unsatisfac- 
tory, as I really feel uncomfortable 
living a lie. 

Basically, I would like to be 
with like-minded souls. 

Look forward to hearing from 
you and wishing you all the best." 

- Mandakini Devi Das!, New South 
Wales, Australia 

* One of the original 1 1 guru 
hoaxers - Ed. 

"Good work exposing all these 
guys. Keep it up, and thanks for all 
the BTP issues. Your servant," 

- Vidura Dasa, Los Angeles, USA 

"Thanks for such a great ser- 
vice." 

- Michael Castaneda, Bogota, Co- 
lombia 

"Dear Friends, 

I don't know how you found 
me. I would like to thank you for 
your magazines all these years. 
Your periodical reaches out spir- 
itually to me and for this I thank 
you. I pass it on to my two neigh- 
bours who are from India and they 
enjoy it very much. 

Your friend," 

- Maharaja B. Putnam, Seattle, USA 

"I want to know about ritviks. 
Please send me all the BTPs. 

Your servant," 

- Rama Basvant Gurav, Belgaum, India 

"Hare Krsna! Thank you so 
much for your great website and 
information, and if you have any 
older precious magazines left, 
then I am very interested to read 
them, so if you could include 
them it would be appreciated. 
I am actually a Roman Catholic 
Christian, who loves to read The- 



Srlla Prabhupada: ISKCON 
should follow only his orders 


ology, especially the works of A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta SrTla Prabhupada 
and ISKCON, so any information 
would be very helpful. Thank you 
and God bless," 

- Ralph Wilms, Roermond, The Neth- 
erlands 

"Hare Krishna, please accept 
my humble obeisances. Thank 
you very much for having sent me 
The Final Order. It's outstanding. 

I would like to subscribe to the 
magazine of IRM {Back To Prabhu- 
pada). I recently read a copy at a 
friend's place and to my acute as- 
tonishment, I discovered many 
hidden secrets and the real facets 
of ISKCON. I was tremendously as- 
tounded on reading it. 

Kindly send me more such 
magazines, please. I've been a 
devotee since 10 years. Hare 
Krishna! Finding the truth behind 
ISKCON has become a matter of 
paramount importance to me. 

Thanks in anticipation. Yours 
in the service of SrTla Prabhupada." 

- Reshma Mungur, Rose Belle, Mau- 
ritius 

"Thank you so much for this 
interesting service. We agree 
about the management of ISKCON 
and second the rules and the will 
of HH SrTla Prabhupada." 

- Giovanna Tappi, Ravenna, Italy 

"Dear Krishnakant Prabhu , 

Please accept my humble 
obeisances. All glories to SrTla 
Prabhupada. 

I wish you all success in your 
highly valuable devotional ser- 
vice to SrTla Prabhupada and Lord 
Caitanya, good health and bliss 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Srila Prabhupada: 

No one can replace him 


in the fire of Krishna Conscious- 
ness. I would like to say thank you 
very much. Your book The Final Or- 
der helped me personally to real- 
ise SrTla Prabhupada's position in 
ISKCON and in my life in 2002. 
Your servant" 

- Sasha Stegantsev, Voronezh, Russia 

"The book you send me is very 
great. I learn most of the words 
from the book that nobody can 
teach you. Thank you." 

- Jaisunker Rambaran, Phoenix, 
South Africa 

"Thanks for keeping in touch 
and sharing the message of 
TRUTH with everybody. Haribol!" 

- Marilyn Raeburn, Preston, England 

"Thank you for offering free 
subscriptions to support SrTla 
Prabhupada. As in the Christian 
tradition, Christ is accepted as 
guru. Mohammed is guru for Mus- 
lims, for Buddhists Lord Buddha 
is Guru. Similarly in Krishna Con- 
sciousness, SrTla Prabhupada is 
the only guru. All glories to your 
service to SrTla Prabhupada. 

All glories to His Divine Grace 
SrTla Prabhupada." 

- Thakor C. , North Carolina, USA 

"Thank you for keeping the 
dream alive! AGTSP! 

Your humble servant," 

- Randy Reid, Las Vegas, USA 

"Thank you for all the maga- 
zines you have sent and for your 
continued service to His Divine 
Grace SrTla Prabhupada..." 

- Gavin Swinden, Manchester, UK 

"Thank you for the great work 
all the devotees are engaged in 
for spreading the Truth' of SrTla 


Prabhupada's original vision and 
his mission to serve Krsna and 
Guru." 

- Caitanya Krsna Dasa, Denver, USA 

"Thank you, Krishnakant, as 
always for your continued hard 
work and perseverance. It is great- 
ly appreciated!" 

-Tony Scaglione, Georgia, USA 

"Keep up the good work. God 
bless!" 

- H. Gareeb, Kwazulu-Natal, South 
Africa 

"I realize I have affirmed this 
in the past, but I think what you 
are doing by defending and up- 
holding the honour, grace, wis- 
dom, teachings, memory, and the 
good name of Mr. SrTla Prabhu- 
pada is truly magnificent. Even 
though just a vegetarian and not 
a Hare Krsna devotee myself, I 
can still imagine that he would 
be proud of all your efforts and 
thankful for them too. 

A little while ago a Hare Krsna 
friend gifted me with a copy of 
The Nectar Of Devotion. When I 
heard about the changes made to 
Mr. Prabhupada's writings, I decid- 
ed to purchase an original copy of 
it, and as I slowly read them side 
by side, I have noticed that chang- 
es are indeed there. I have others 
of his books, all printed in the last 
decade or so, but now my inten- 
tion is to buy reprints of the orig- 
inals. The reason I mention this is 
because your global work has in- 
spired me to look further, to seek, 
to find out for myself, and so I am 
grateful for your insightful, need- 
ful and educational presence in 
the world. Like me and a multi- 
tude of others, yet-to-be-born 
generations will be blessed by 
your work, your mission, or per- 
haps better said, your calling. 

Thank you and God bless," 

- Garry Russell Smith, Queensland, 
Australia 

"I am regularly in receipt of 
BTP magazine and the same is the 
leading light in my life. Your ef- 
forts are wonderful in spreading 


the teachings of SrTla Prabhupada. 
Instead of boosting the same, 
so-called seniors are fighting 
amongst themselves for greedi- 
ness, etc. I pray to the Lord to pre- 
vail good sense over them. Hari- 
bol. Hare Krishna." 

- Pandurang Kulkarni, Bengaluru, 
India 

"As usual, the entire magazine 
was full of very beneficial infor- 
mation for all who want to know 
the truth about Prabhupada's po- 
sition. Once I think I have heard 
everything I need to know, you 
come up with more information 
that makes Prabhupada's position 
even more clear and solid. Thanks 
again for your service. 

Hare Krishna," 

- Richard House, Oklahoma, USA 

"Hare Krishna, 

I got my Final Order book 
with BTP magazine. Thank you so 
much. Thanks for your amazing 
service to fallen souls like us. All 
glories to SrTla Prabhupada! Jay!' 

- Mahek Sharma, New Delhi, India 

"I am very much attracted to 
the BTP." 

- Laxman Krishnaji, Pune, India 

"Many, many thanks for such 
a clear answer. I was fortunate 
enough to be initiated by HDG in 
1970 but have often been asked 
by ISKCON "devotees" about the 
initiation question. I can now 
show them definitive answers, 
and if they choose to disagree, 
then all they will be doing is dis- 
agreeing with SrTla Prabhupada 
who is the FINAL authority on the 
subject seeing that he was the last 
real Guru of this age. 

In His Service," 

- Ananta Sesa Naga Dasa, Hertford- 
shire, UK 

"Your BTP is fine. In this junc- 
ture yours is one organisation to 
distribute PEACE AND GOOD BE- 
HAVIOUR to the present genera- 
tion minds." 

- Venugopal Lingam Chetty, Tirupa- 
ti, India 

"I would really like to know the 


truth. For me, SrTla Prabhupada is 
the only diksa guru." 

- KG Lumba, Luton, UK 

"Perfect work. Good job." 

- S. Raja Sekar, Coimbatore, India 

"You are doing a wonderful 
job. Hare Krishna all of you. May 
the Lord always shower His bless- 
ing upon you all. All my support to 
your movement and the tremen- 
dous job that you're doing. Unveil- 
ing the mask of ISKCON. I've been 
a devotee since the last 15 years. 
Thanks to you, I've now known the 
truth." 

- Poonum Hans, Port Louis, Mauritius 

"Hare Krishna! I am very inter- 
ested in following SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's true teachings and in learn- 
ing how it is possible to become 
his disciple even today. Thank you 
for your service!" 

- Josh Zimmerman, Indiana, USA 

"I was very pleased to receive 
Back To Prabhupada today. It thor- 
oughly dissolves the GBC's prop- 
aganda. Thank you very much for 
this! Your servant," 

- Bhakta Charles, Oregon, USA 

"Please come to Mauritius to 
preach. People are in ignorance. 
They should know about the orig- 
inal ISKCON of which SrTla Prabhu- 
pada is the Founder Acarya. All 
glories to SrTla Prabhupada." 

- Fokeer Sharma, Goodlands, Mau- 
ritius 

"I only solicit SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's blessings for my endeav- 
ouring in Krishna's devotion. 
No other Gurus can replace him 
but only follow in his example. 
Thank Prabhu Krishnakant for his 
Great Struggle. I also thank Prab- 
hu Krishnakant for the great nec- 
essary steps protecting devotees 
throughout the globe." 

- Rambhujun Beka, Vacoas, Mauritius 

"All glories to SrTla Prabhu- 
pada! Dear Krishnakant Prabhu, 
thank you for being mys'/Tcsdguru. 
BTP is the best magazine in the 
world . . . Thank you. Hare Krishna." 

- Bhakta Roger Rodpush, Brisbane, 
Australia 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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50 Year Full Circle for ISKCON’s Acarya 


T he last 50 years have seen 
the position of the " Acarya " in 
ISKCON undergo various chang- 
es. Here we undertake a review of 
these changes to reveal how dra- 
matically, on the 50th anniversary 
of ISKCON, these changes have ac- 
tually come full circle! 

1 966: The Acarya 

The first title SrTla Prabhupada 
ever used, as soon as he found- 
ed ISKCON, was "Acarya". ISKCON's 
founding document, the "Consti- 
tution of ISKCON" displays SrTla 
Prabhupada's position simply 
as "A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami, 
Acharya". And his first personal 
ISKCON letterhead stationery after 
ISKCON's founding displays his po- 
sition simply as "Acharya: Swami 
A.C. Bhaktivedanta". And he con- 
tinued to use just the “Acarya" ti- 
tle for a few years more on let- 
terheads, within letters and on 
banking accounts. Therefore, re- 
flecting his position as both the 
Acarya and Founder of ISKCON, 
the title "Founder-Acarya" was 
adopted. SrTla Prabhupada's role 
in ISKCON, due to his position as 
the “Acarya", means that he also 
acts as the diksa guru, as SrTla 
Prabhupada states in Sri Caitanya- 
caritamrta, Adi-lila, 1 .46. And from 
1966 onwards, SrTla Prabhupada 
did indeed act as the only diksa 
guru for the whole of ISKCON. 

Thus, SrTla Prabhupada is es- 
tablished as ISKCON's Founder, 
Acarya and diksa guru. 

1 978: New Acaryas 

Following SrTla Prabhupada's 
physical departure, it was claimed 
that SrTla Prabhupada had been 
succeeded by 1 1 successor " acar- 
yas ". These 1 1 now became the 
"current" or "present" acaryas 
of ISKCON. They had a special 
“acarya" committee and they 
would issue recommendations to 
the GBC: 

"That the governing body 
commission shall delegate to 


the Acharya standing commit- 
tee the following additional re- 
sponsibilities: 

1. To hold discussions and 
make proposed mutual policies 
for how the ISKCON Acharyas 
can further the GBC and Srlla 
Prabhupada's desire and see to 
the fulfillment of Prabhupada's 
will. [...] 

6. To keep the proceedings 
of the Acharya standing com- 
mittee confidential, except rec- 
ommendations to the GBC or 
the GBC officers' committee." 
(ISKCON LAW 10, GBC Resolutions, 
1981) 

1 995 : ” Acaryas” no more 

Following the majority of 
these "acaryas" engaging in vari- 
ous sexual and other illicit, gross 
deviations, it was decided by the 
GBC that a "successor" diksa guru 
to SrTla Prabhupada should not 
be called an "acarya". This rule was 
officially codified in a document 
entitled "Gurus and Initiation" in 
1995: 

"THAT the GBC approves the 
compilation of rules called "Gu- 
rus and Initiation" submitted by 
the ISKCON Rules Revision Com- 
mittee". 

(GBC Resolution No. 58, 1995) 

"Zonal -Acarya" System: No 
guru should declare himself or 
allow himself to be declared an 
" acarya " or "present acarya " for 
ISKCON or for a geographical 
area of ISKCON. There should 
be no use of the word " acarya " 
as a title of office." 

(Laws of ISKCON, 1.6.3 and 1. 5.6.1, 
from Gurus and Initiation in ISKCON, 
GBC) 

201 6: The Acarya 

In 2014, the GBC issued a 
"Foundational Document" which 
established the official and defin- 
itive position of SrTla Prabhupada 
in ISKCON. This position is that: 

a) SrTla Prabhupada will al- 
ways be ISKCON's Founder and 


Acarya (Founder -Acarya). 

b) H is position as the Acarya of 
ISKCON includes him acting as the 
diksa guru of ISKCON. 

This is explained in detail in 
our book Sri la Prabhupada: The 
Founder- Acarya of ISKCON - Pre- 
senting the Conclusions of the GBC 
Foundational Document. 

Thus, 50 years on, we have 
come full circle, and SrTla Prabhu- 
pada is proclaimed to have exact- 
ly the same position in ISKCON 
that he had in 1966 - its Founder, 
Acarya and diksa guru! Though, 
this is only on paper and in the- 
ory. and unwittingly — but not in 
practice . 

Diksa guru reality 

The reason the GBC have been 
forced to go full circle is that there 
is a fundamental incompatibil- 
ity between what they want to 
achieve and reality. They do not 
want to accept that SrTla Prabhu- 
pada is the diksa guru, but also 
cannot escape the fact that SrTla 
Prabhupada established himself 
as the Founder -Acarya of ISKCON. 
This means his position today as 
Founder -Acarya cannot be any dif- 
ferent to his position as Founder- 
Acdrya in 1966. Thus, having tried 
for many years to "explain" what 
this Founder -Acarya title actually 
means, they were forced to write, 
that yes, his position is the same 
as it was in 1966. Which means 
Founder, Acarya and diksa guru! 

Additionally, we have docu- 
mented many times in BTP that 
whenever ISKCON's leaders try to 
explain how SrTla Prabhupada ac- 
tually functions in ISKCON, they 
end up agreeing with the IRM's 
position! 

Minimisation reduced 

Accepting SrTla Prabhupada's 
position as Founder, Acarya and 
diksa guru in practice would also 
help combat the problem of SrTla 
Prabhupada being minimised 
due to the attention given to the 
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Srila Prabhupada's diksa guru 
position cannot be defeated 


GBC“diksa gurus". Suresvara Dasa, 
the person tasked by the GBC 
with running the official course 
on "Founder -Acarya", states in an 
email to a current ISKCON "guru": 

"That some of your disciples 
didn't attend the series is also a 
telling reminder of something 
you once told me: that it's diffi- 
cult for devotees of Indian de- 
scent to understand that their 
diksa - guru isn't everything". 
(Email to HH Bhakti Charu Swami 
from Suresvara Dasa, 9/3/15) 

But this is an issue for all dev- 
otees. By definition, diksa guru 
means everything to the disciple, 
and disciples worship and glorify 
their "Guru Maharajas" as if they 
are "everything", especially in Vy- 
asa-pGja offerings (just read any 
of them). SrTla Prabhupada is eve- 
rything for his disciples, and one 
cannot expect other devotees to 
treat their diksa guru any different- 
ly. Thus, as long as the GBC gurus 
are falsely proclaimed to be“diksa" 
gurus, SrTla Prabhupada's position 
will continue to be minimised. 
One has to, therefore, tackle both 
the position of SrTla Prabhupada 
and the GBC "diksa gurus". Hence, 
only by saying both that SrTla 
Prabhupada is the diksa guru and 
that the GBC initiator is not, can 
this minimisation of SrTla Prabhu- 
pada be reduced. 

Conclusion 

Attempts to philosophically 
explain SrTla Prabhupada's posi- 
tion forces ISKCON's leaders into 
admitting, unwittingly, that SrTla 
Prabhupada is the diksa guru. 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Foundeis4cG/j« Position Remains Undefeated 


W e saw in the previous arti- 
cle how the GBC has been 
unable to defeat SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's position as the Founder, 
Acarya and diksa guru of ISKCON 
(Founder -Acarya), but rather has 
been forced, unwittingly, to em- 
brace it. Desperate to avoid this 
conclusion, one GBC member and 
a supposed GBC 'good-as-God' 
diksa guru has been forced to con- 
coct a bizarre theory that "Found- 
er-Acarya" does not actually just 
mean "Founder" and " Acdrya"\ All 
emphases below added. 

Not a combination 

In response to questions re- 
garding the meaning of SrTla 
Prabhupada's "Founder-Acdrya''ti- 
tle, HH Bhakti Vijnana Goswami 
("BVG"), a GBC and GBC-elected 
guru for Russia, stated: 

"HH Bhakti Vijnana Gos- 
wami Maharaj replies: 

"Of course, founder-dcdrya 
is not just a combination of 
two words, founder & acarya. 
It is a special title, and there is 
a whole book on that by Ravin- 
dra Svarupa Prabhu and there is 
a whole seminar that has been 
held by Sureshvara."" 

(Vijitatma Dasa, 26/11/14, posting 
reply from BVG on official ISKCON 
Russia website, translated from Rus- 
sian, archived 18/12/15) 

Thus, it is claimed that"Found- 
er -Acarya" does not simply de- 
note the combination of two ti- 
tles, Founder and Acarya; and we 
are pointed to a book (as well as 
a seminar) that supposedly makes 
this clear. 

It's a combination 

However, when we actually 
examine the book that BVG refers 
us to, we find that there is no dis- 
pute that the Founder -Acarya title 
does just refer to a combination 
of SrTla Prabhupada's positions as 
both Founder and Acarya : 

" As Founder -Acarya Srila 
Prabhupada holds a unique po- 


sition in ISKCON. We need to un- 
derstand it deeply. As acarya. 
his exemplary personal behav- 
ior is the model and norm for 
all ISKCON devotees. As found- 
er, his personal standards and 
principles of action, his particu- 
lar spirit or 'mood/ take on a so- 
cietal shape and form in the or- 
ganization he created." 

( Srila Prabhupada - The Founder- 
Acarya of ISKCON , A GBC Founda- 
tional Document (" SPFAT') , Ravlndra 
Svarupa Dasa, p. 30) 

Hence, the book only con- 
tradicts, and does not support, 
BVG's claim. The book then goes 
on to explain that, as Acarya , SrTla 
Prabhupada also acts as a diksa 
guru: 

"An Acarya , [...] takes charge 
of the disciples and after initiat- 
ing them into their sacred stud- 
ies..." 

(SPFAI r p. 30, 32) 

The seminar also mentioned 
by BVG was covered by us in the 
last issue — see "GBC Founder- 
Acarya Seminar Defeats Itself". 

Basic English 

That there should even be a 
dispute over the basic fact that 
in the English language a hyphen 
is used to combine two titles, as 
a means to denote the simulta- 
neous possession of two titles, is 
amazing. Just a little research will 
confirm that the use of a hyphen 
to combine titles in this manner is 
standard usage in the English lan- 
guage. For example, a Founder 
and Director of a Music Institute is 
denoted as being both its Found- 
er and Director, as follows: 

"The Founder-Director 

Lucinda E. Ali-Landing, (for- 
merly Lucinda Holland) violin- 
ist..." 

(www.hydeparksuzuki.org/found- 

er-director.html) 

There are many other exam- 
ples. 

In addition to using a hyphen, 
one can also use other alterna- 


tives to combine two pre-existing 
titles, to denote that these two ti- 
tles are held simultaneously. For 
example, one can simply use the 
word "and" as in "Founder and Di- 
rector" or simply leave a space, as 
in "Founder Director" 

Hence, in line with standard 
English usage, two separate ti- 
tles held by SrTla Prabhupada, 
Founder and Acarya , were de- 
noted by combining them both 
through the use of a simple hy- 
phen: Founder -Acarya. 

Srila Prabhupada's proof 

A definitive proof for what has 
just been stated is SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's use of the two titles he had 
for the institution he founded in 
India in 1953 before he found- 
ed ISKCON, "The League of Dev- 
otees" ("LoD"). In his prospectus 
for this society, issued on 1 6/5/53, 
SrTla Prabhupada states he is its 
"Founder & Secretary" using "& 
(and)"to combine the two titles. In 
his Introduction to the 3rd Volume 
of the 1 st Canto of Srimad-Bhaga- 
vatam, published in Delhi, India, 
in 1965, SrTla Prabhupada writes 
that he is the "Founder Secretary" 
of LoD, using a space to combine 
the two titles. And in 1969, after 
he arrived in the USA, he writes to 
the Bank of Baroda holding an ac- 
count for the LoD in Delhi, India, 
that he wishes to close this ac- 
count, and that he is the "Found- 
er-Secretary" for the LoD, using a 
hyphen. Therefore: 

a) SrTla Prabhupada was simul- 
taneously holding two titles or po- 
sitions in the LoD — Founder and 
Secretary. 

b) He denoted that he held 
these two titles at the same time 
by using "& (and)" a space and 
also a hyphen. 

Thus, there was nothing more 
in the use of a hyphen in the title 
"Founder-Secretary" other than 
the fact that it was simply a com- 
bination of two titles, "Founder 
and Secretary". 



Similarly, SrTla Prabhupada 
used "and" to refer to his position 
as the "Founder and Acarya " of 
ISKCON (for example, in his letter 
to Jayapataka Swami, 27/11/70); 
he used a space to state that he 
is the "Founder Acarya" (for ex- 
ample, his letter to Acyutananda, 
15/3/70); and he used a hyphen 
to state that he is the "Founder- 
Acarya" (the most common and 
standard version); with all 3 ver- 
sions meaning the same. 

Conclusion 

Thus, there was nothing mys- 
terious or unusual about SrTla 
Prabhupada introducing the 
"Founder- Acarya" title. It certainly 
did not require a GBC book which 
took "over 6 years to prepare" 
(from the Introduction to SPFAI), 
to "explain" this title. SrTla Prabhu- 
pada stated that he is the "Found- 
er and Acarya " of ISKCON, with 
Acarya including acting as diksa 
guru, and for convenience, as per 
standard English usage, a hyphen 
was used to replace the need to 
use the word "and" every time. 

The fact that such a basic, 
simple fact is denied, highlights 
just how comprehensively SrTla 
Prabhupada's Founder -Acarya pos- 
ition defeats any attempts to take 
his position as ISKCON's diksa 
guru. Hence, an ISKCON diksa 
guru, being so desperate to avoid 
this conclusion, not only refus- 
es to accept the simple and actu- 
al meaning of SrTla Prabhupada's 
"Founder-Acarya" title, but even 
points us to a book that actually 
contradicts what he claims! 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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ISKCON Guru Destroys ISKCON Guru System 


T he current ISKCON GBC guru 
system operates on the basis 
of 3 key pillars: 

1) The diksa guru has to be 
physically present to examine a 
prospective disciple, which SrTla 
Prabhupada cannot do. 

2) Physically present GBC gu- 
rus are therefore required to ex- 
amine a prospective disciple. 

3) The current system for au- 
thorising GBC gurus is itself au- 
thorised by SrTla Prabhupada. 

Remove these 3 pillars, and not 
only do the key objections to SrTla 
Prabhupada continuing as the 
diksa guru disappear, but so also 
does the need to accept the "liv- 
ing" (physically present) substi- 
tutes offered by the GBC. 

In the article "40 Years of 
Cheating" in the last BTP issue, 
we highlighted the publication 
of a new GBC-endorsed book, The 
Guru & Disciple Book , authored 
by ISKCON guru HG Kripamoya 
Dasa ("KMD"). In this article, we 
showed that in this book KMD has 
actually demonstrated that SrTla 
Prabhupada only set up a 'rtvik' 
(representative) system of initi- 
ation. We will see, however, that 
KMD did not finish there. KMD 
has also been forced to demol- 
ish the 3 fundamental pillars of 
the ISKCON GBC guru system just 
mentioned! Quotes in the shaded 
panels below are from the book, 
with all emphases added. 

1) Physically present guru 
not needed 

"Sometimes, the guru may dele- 
gate someone else to ascertain 
the qualifications of the disciple. 
The guru must, of course, trust 
that his delegate has a good sense 
of character and can spot a good 
disciple when he sees one. The 
delegate may then supervise the 
candidate for the entire year, re- 
porting back to the guru. Equally, 
the aspiring disciple may choose 
to delegate responsibility to oth- 
ers to ascertain the authenticity of 


the guru. This sometimes happens 
if the disciple has no physical ac- 
cess to the guru or meets him only 
occasionally." 

KMD states that the examina- 
tion of a disciple by the guru need 
not be carried out by the guru 
himself; and in fact, the disciple 
may have no physical access to 
the guru at all! Indeed, such a sit- 
uation existed when SrTla Prabhu- 
pada was physically present on 
the planet: the vast majority of his 
disciples never met him, and thus 
their suitability as initiation can- 
didates was examined by the lo- 
cal delegated leaders, not by SrTla 
Prabhupada. Therefore, KMD ad- 
mits that even when he was phys- 
ically present, SrTla Prabhupada 
deputised the task of examining 
prospective disciples: 

"the culture of testing the guru in 
absentia has been in place since 
the extensive travelling of SrTla 
Prabhupada himself and his dep- 
utising of the task" 

Thus, SrTla Prabhupada's phys- 
ical absence becomes irrelevant 
to his ability to act as diksa guru, 
especially since even when he 
was physically present, he did not 
need to have any physical interac- 
tion with prospective disciples. 

2) GBC gurus not 
examining disciples 

"In ISKCON many of the most spir- 
itually advanced members trav- 
el and preach, taking the Krishna 
consciousness movement to new 
countries. Because of this they are 
often faced with the prospect of 
initiating disciples they have not 
personally scrutinized. [...] it has 
proven difficult to preserve per- 
sonal scrutiny within a rapidly 
expanding international move- 
ment" 

Having admitted that SrTla 
Prabhupada does not need to be 
physically present to examine pro- 
spective disciples, KMD now goes 
even further. He admits that the 


"physically present" ISKCON gu- 
rus do not always personally ex- 
amine their prospective disciples 
anyway. 

3) GBC gurus unauthorised 

The system for becoming a 
guru in ISKCON is that he must be 
commissioned and approved by a 
committee: 

"A candidate for guru in 
ISKCON must first receive a 
three-fourths majority vote of 
approval in a council composed 
of all the GBC zonal secretar- 
ies of his current preaching area 
and at least ten other senior dev- 
otees residing in his area of ac- 
tivity" 

(GBC Resolution 41 3, 2004) 

And there is no requirement 
that the candidate must have 
been commissioned and approved 
by his own spiritual master, which 
for most candidates will mean SrTla 
Prabhupada. KMD himself be- 
came a diksa guru by this method 
of being approved by a commit- 
tee rather than by SrTla Prabhu- 
pada. However, KMD states that 
this method of being approved 
by a committee rather than direct- 
ly by SrTla Prabhupada is not au- 
thorised by SrTla Prabhupada: 

"Yet when he was asked, SrTla 
Prabhupada insisted that the dis- 
ciple must somehow test the pro- 
spective guru himself. Not only 
that, but the one acting as guru 
must have been commissioned 
and approved by his own spiritual 
master, not by a committee". 

Hence, KMD strikes himself 
out as a diksa guru in ISKCON, 
since he was not "commissioned 
and approved" as a guru by his 
own spiritual master, SrTla Prabhu- 
pada, but rather by a committee 
of GBC members — about 35 years 
after the physical departure of 
SrTla Prabhupada from this world! 
And, since KMD's guru colleagues 
were also "commissioned and ap- 
proved" by the GBC rather than 
by SrTla Prabhupada, their exist- 



Srlla Prabhupada: No philo- 
sophical reason to replace him 


ence as diksa gurus is also struck 
out by KMD! 

Conclusion: I'm out! 

KMD has established that SrTla 
Prabhupada scrutinised and initi- 
ated his disciples via his represent- 
atives (temple presidents and rtvik 
priests) "in absentia" even while 
physically present on the plan- 
et, and hence he can still perform 
these functions now /‘in absentia". 

Thus, whether he is “in ab- 
sentia" on or off the planet be- 
comes irrelevant . Indeed, it is 
precisely to facilitate these activ- 
ities "/n absentia" that he institut- 
ed the rtvik system of initiations in 
his directive of July 9th, 1 977. KMD 
has also established that GBC- 
elected successor diksa gurus are 
neither required nor authorised. 

Thus, in three swift strikes, as 
reproduced above, KMD has elim- 
inated the justification for usurp- 
ing SrTla Prabhupada's position as 
ISKCON's diksa guru, while also rul- 
ing himself and his GBC guru col- 
leagues out as being authorised 
diksa gurus. Three strikes, as the 
sporting analogy goes, and you're 
out! 

This GBC-endorsed book is 
yet another example of the point 
just made on page 13 — that phil- 
osophical forays by ISKCON lead- 
ers on this subject lead them un- 
wittingly to agree with the IRM's 
position! Because the philosophy 
is on the side of the IRM, not the 
GBC. The GBC will therefore have 
to content themselves with their 
followers and buildings. 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 




I n our acclaimed book, The Book Changer: The Life and Teachings ofHHJayadvaita Swami, we revealed that HH Jayadvaita Swami ("JAS") was giv- 
ing an ISKCON-authorised course in ISKCON temples on "Kirtan Standards" And that as part of this course, he stated that the morning "mahgala- 
arati" Gurvastakam prayers should not be chanted by everyone to SrTla Prabhupada, but rather should be chanted to GBC gurus such as himself. This 
revelation by our book caused immediate shock and condemnation even from within ISKCON's own leadership. Hence, shortly after the release of 
our book, the following ISKCON managers condemned this proposal by JAS: 

"And when we chant the mahgala-aratik, that is Prabhupada's song. The mahgala-aratik is not chanted to my guru, your guru, everybody's 
guru. [...] If someone thinks that 'during mahgala-arati, you're chanting to me' [...] That is envy." 

(Sura Dasa, BBTI Manager, Lecture, 27/8/15) 

"When Prabhupada introduced this song, he specifically introduced it for himself. [...] When they're chanting the prayers in the morning, 
it's to Srlla Prabhupada. [...] It's been going on for 50 years, so all of a sudden we want to change it?" 

(Svavasa Dasa, Temple President of ISKCON Los Angeles, Post-lecture Q&A, 28/8/1 5) 

The shock and condemnation was two-fold. It was bad enough that we were being told that these prayers should no longer be chanted by every- 
one to SrTla Prabhupada. But just as galling was the proposal that they should instead be chanted to the GBC-elected gurus. For, these prayers refer 
specifically to a person who is on the topmost level of Krishna consciousness. Here is what some of the prayers state: 

"Because he is relishing the mellows of pure devotion within his mind, sometimes his hair stands on end, he feels quivering in his body, 
and tears flow from his eyes like waves." 

( Gurvastakam , Verse 2) 

"The spiritual master is very dear, because he is expert in assisting the gopis, who at different times make different tasteful arrangements 
for the perfection of Radha and Krsna's conjugal loving affairs within the groves of Vrndavana." 

( Gurvastakam , Verse 6) 

Thus, these prayers are referring to someone who is a completely self-realised pure devotee, an assistant to the gopis no less. And ISKCON 
Guru Services Chairman, HH Prahladananda Swami, had agreed that no ISKCON guru is on this level (please see: www.iskconirm.com/noguru) 
—and he should know! The latest pretender to claim to join this ‘gopi club' is the infamous "Rolls Royce" guru, Sankarshan Dasa Adhikari 
("SAD"), whom we had exposed stating that even if he were offered a "Rolls Royce and a marble palace", it would not be enough for him (see: 
www.iskconirm.com/marble). Now, he has gone further and claimed that the way to become fixed at his "lotus feet" is to apply the same Gur- 
vastakam prayers just mentioned, that refer to the guru as an assistant to the gopis , to him: 

" " How can I get fixed at your lotus feet , Sri la Gurudeva? I just want to do it ; but I don't do it It is childishness . Your servant , S.D." 

Answer: Follow this Instruction 

To remain fixed at the lotus feet of your spiritual master always remember and follow this most wonderful and powerful enlightening in- 
struction given by Visvanatha CakravartI Thakur in Mantra 8 of his famous Gurvastakam prayer". 

(Sankarshan Dasa Adhikari, Q&A, 1 1 /1 2/1 5) 

We know for a fact that from 1978 onwards, rather than serving the gopis , SAD has instead been loyally serving a corrupt GBC. First through the 
corrupt zonal -acarya years, then the "anyone who gets enough votes to be guru" regime, then until he finally also managed to get enough votes him- 
self to join their guru club in 2000, and continuing right up until today. Assistant to the GoBiCs, maybe, but definitely not an assistant to the gopis. 
For, rather than being on the topmost level of Krishna consciousness, SAD is invested with the Kali-yuga propensities to lie, cheat and contradict one- 
self — for exhaustive evidence of this, as clearly documented in previous BTPs, please see: www.iskconirm.com/nogopi. 


Joining the Gopis Fraud Continues 
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